
Good morning. My name is Steve Adcock and I am chairman of Long Stratton 

Parish Council. It may seem strange for LSC to sit here today to object to SNDC 

altering the use of the Toilet block in the centre of the village when we as a 

council refused to take them on just a few months ago. More on that later. 

The reasons for our objection have been sent in but to articulate them here.  Long 

Stratton needs toilet facilities, and that is toilets in the plural and not just one, 

we need the facilities now let alone when we have the additional 1800 dwellings 

over the next few years. In just a couple of months’ time Stratton will become a 

Town and as the work for the Long Stratton Neighbourhood Plan has shown Long 

Stratton has the potential of becoming a market town and as such will need toilets 

and there is no point in destroying what we have now only to have to build them 

again and a higher price in the years to come.  If there was no or little use of the 

facilities then I would agree that the building could be used for some other 

purpose but they are used and regularly by all members of the community. They 

are a vital asset for parents with young children but also for the elderly and 

everyone else in between. I was talking to building workers working in Stratton 

only last week and they were using the toilets as they had no access to facilities 

on their site. Many of our councillors have had residents speak to them of the 

importance of retaining these facilities.  

We also feel that to develop that building for retail use will have a detrimental 

affect on the car parking in that area. It is strained enough at present and 

additional use will we believe be the final straw.  

A question is does Stratton need additional retail units? There are units within 

the village that are and have been vacant for some time so would these new units 

fare any better?  

As I said at the start LSC were offered the opportunity to take over the running 

of the toilets but the conditions were not very favourable. A big stumbling block 

was the fact that we would be charged business rates of some £1700 a year for 

the privilege. Here and now is not the time or place to re-run all those discussions 

but suffice to say that as I understand that business rates on such a building 

either is being or has been dropped then I know that LSC would welcome the 

opportunity to re-open discussions with SNDC as to how we could take over the 

toilets and keep this essential facility open for the use of all Stratton residents 

and all those from the neighbouring parishes and indeed further afield who stop 

to use them. In closing we ask that the application be rejected on the grounds 

stated. Thank you for listening.  


