
FOOTPATH WARDEN’S REPORT TO PARISH COUNCIL SEPTEMBER 2019 

As described in the last report, from now on my reports will be monthly but partial, i.e. not all 

paths will feature.   Unfortunately, I cannot attend this time as it clashes with another meeting 

that I am obliged to go. 

Since July I have concentrated on paths likely to get overgrown, as can happen all too quickly 

in the summer months. 

FP4 – I cleared growth on the plank bridge half way between FP3 to Hempnall Rd and 

Norwich Rd opp. Hollies Farm: brambles, nettles etc.   The hedge has been cut back so the 

obscured finger post is again visible.   Although the posts at both ends are leaning in at 

jaunty30 degree angles, they seem firm in the ground and are doing their job so have not 

reported them at this time. 

FP7 – brambles cut back at Church Road. 

FP 18 - Despite the growth trimmed back on June 18, growth was again rampant at the stile 

on Mill Road and at the plank bridge half way along and I had a good cut-back which should 

last until next Spring.   Highways has cut the field edge but not through the meadow.   This is 

fairly well walked although there is long grass before the exit which is not apparent until 

you’re nearly up to it.    I cleared the plank bridge leading to Morningthorpe where the 

circular direction sign had been overgrown with grasses. 

FP22- I cleared brambles etc at the junction with RB23, and cut back growth round the 

fingerpost pointer. 

RB23 – the path had been mowed but long brambles were growing across it; these I cut right 

back. 

UPDATES on reported problems: 

FP6 - Update on the stile opposite St Michael’s church.   The landowner has repaired this 

following a letter from Highways.   It is no longer dangerous, but it is still difficult to 

negotiate as no upright to hold on to. 

FPs 19 and 21 : landowners replaced paths.   This is now historic as of course ploughed up 

again.   Unfortunately getting paths replaced is a running battle although some farmers are 

always VERY GOOD.   Well done farmers who always replace FP7, FP22 and FP24 to a 

good standard.   It is so appreciated. 

FP 27 although he had been written to in June, the landowner never replaced the path in the 

centre section.   I shall keep a close eye on this section when it is sown again. 

VOLUNTEERS  

On the question of volunteers doing extra path clearance, I consulted a fellow warden at 

Tacolneston/Forncett who helpfully answered several of the queries raised by councillors.   

1. Risk assessment: use CPRE generic one 

2. Insurance: as long as the person doing the cutting is entered into the Minutes of the 

Council meeting as being authorised by the said council they are covered for cutting 

3. Equipment: he has a petrol mower from Forncett PC, a brush cutter from Tacolneston 

PC + harness, ear defenders, visor and fuel tanks. 

4. He warned cut field edges only, not cross-field paths (this is all I want anyway.  The 

farmer should do the cross-field paths). 

Bonnie Wade, September 1 2019 


