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Minutes of the meeting held 10th December 2018 at 7pm at the Methodist Church on Francis Road 

 
In attendance: Councillors; Adcock, Mackenzie, Mortimer, Race (late), Lansdell, Woodham, Pochin, Baker 

 
1. To consider apologies for absence 

Councillors Worsley for medical reasons and Francis for personal reasons, these were accepted by the 
Council. 
 

2. To receive disclosures of interest and dispensations 
There were no disclosures of interest or dispensations. 
 

3. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 12th November 2018 
The minutes from the last meeting were signed by the Chairman as a true record. 
 

4. To consider any items arising from the minutes 
Councillor Adcock advised the Council that the problem with Simonds continues and he has made several 
complaints combined with evidence to the bus company to investigate. 
 

5. To allow members of the public and district and county councillors to speak - max 20 Minutes 
County Councillor Thomas provided her apologies and wished all a merry Christmas and a happy new year. 
District Councillor Fulcher also provided apologies via a member of the public and wished all peace and good 
will to all. 
 

6. Financial and Governance items 
a. To review income and expenditure since the last meeting and consider the authorisation of payments 

This was noted by the Council 
 

b. To discuss and decide on delegating LED replacement light quotes to the Clerk 
The Clerk was delegated authority to approve LED replacement lights until February. Following a 
lengthy discussion surrounding how to improve on electricity costs, the environmental footprint 
surrounding the street lights and which lights/ fittings gave the best light, the Clerk was asked to carry 
out some research to report back in February. 
 

c. To discuss and decide on providing maintenance to the congregational church for 2017/18 
This was unanimously agreed for 2017/2018, the Clerk to arrange payments for 2017/18 and 
2018/19. 
 

7. To consider correspondence received 
a. Norwich Western Link Consultation 

This was noted by the Council. 
 

b. Crime Stoppers volunteers 
This was noted by the Council 
 

c. Jobs for the Highway Rangers 
The Clerk was provided a list of jobs for the Rangers to carry out. 
 

8. To discuss and decide on the Budget 2019/20 
The Clerk provided the Council a copy of the proposed budget and accompanying notes. Following a lengthy 
discussion, the budget was approved and will be published on the website. 
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9. To discuss and decide on Precept requirement 2019/20 
Following the adoption of the budget, the Clerk explained the precept calculation. A lengthy discussion 
ensued, and the Precept was approved at a rise of 2.2% which is correlates to national inflation rates. This 
meant a precept level of £147,259.52 
 

10. To discuss and decide on allowing fireworks on the playing field 02.11.2019 
This was approved for 2019, the Clerk to make the organisers aware. 
 

11. To confirm charge for the fireworks event 02.11.2019 
The Council agrees a charge of £150 for the use of the playing field. 
 

12. To discuss hiring of the playing field to 
a. Russell’s circus 

The Council discussed Russell’s Circus using Manor Road playing field for 1 week in June and approved 
the Circus coming to Long Stratton, the Clerk to write to Russell Circus with the Council’s terms and 
conditions. 
 

b. Enchanted Cinema 
The Council approved the Enchanted Cinema attending Long Stratton and using the playing fields, the 
Clerk to write to the Enchanted Cinema with terms and conditions and to discuss potential dates. 
 

13. To receive committee updates.  
a. Neighbourhood Plan Steering group  

The Chairman gave an update regarding the Neighbourhood Plan. He advised that a draft plan had 
been written for the committee’s consideration. A meeting was being held on the 18th December with 
Rachel Hogger to discuss in more detail before engaging with South Norfolk District Council. 
 
Councillor Race joined the meeting at 20:01 
 

b. Pavilion 
The Clerk advised that the FSIF (Long Stratton Football Club in partnership with the Council) funding 
application had been submitted along with the Council’s football foundation funding application and 
the 8 week consultation period had commenced. The contractor Omnis Construction had requested 
that they meet with Long Stratton Council in the new year. All being well building work can 
commence in February. 
 

c. Finance  
The Chairman gave an update from the finance committee. 
 

d. Leisure 
The Clerk gave an update from the Leisure committee. 
 

14. To review the design code for the 1800 development and make any comments to SNDC where appropriate 
The Clerk provided the background for this agenda item, it was noted that no consultation with Parishioners 
had been undertaken yet the document will dictate how Long Stratton will look and feel as the 1800 houses 
are built. Following a lengthy discussion, the Council formed a working group to look at the document in more 
detail on the 7th January at 7pm in the Parish Council office so that an informed response can be provided to 
SNDC. 
 

15. To note the following meeting dates 
a. Planning meeting – December 17th at 6pm 

Noted 
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b. Ordinary meeting – January 14th at 7pm 

Noted 

16. AOB 
The Clerk advised the Council of an email received from South Norfolk District Council which advised of S106 
monies that can be used in conjunction with Tharston & Hapton PC in the next 5 yrs to provide or enhance 
indoor and outdoor recreation to adults and/or older children/ youths. 
 
The Clerk had received an email from Long Stratton Football Club requesting permission to lay artificial grass in 
the dugout areas on the playing field. The Clerk advised the Council that they were unable to make a decision 
as it was not an agenda item, however, in the Clerks role on the grounds of health & safety to mitigate liability 
resulting from an accident resulting from the poor condition of the surface she could make a decision to make 
the area safe. Following a lengthy discussion the Clerk advised she would contact the football club advising that 
they could use the artificial grass during their matches only and the field would need to be returned to its 
original condition after every match. If this was not satisfactory, the football club will need to approach the 
Council 1 week before the next Council meeting on the 14th Jan so that it can be placed on the agenda and 
further research carried out. 
 
With there being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 20:57. 

  


